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 COVID-19 Update for Partners 
 January 27, 2021  
Key messages from Dr. Gardner 
Simcoe Muskoka COVID-19 Case Status 
Simcoe Muskoka COVID-19 Vaccine Data 
Local Media Updates 
Provincial, National and Global COVID-19 Case Status 
Provincial, National and Global Updates 
SMDHU Resources 
Credible Sources of Information 

Key messages from Dr. Gardner, Medical Officer of Health 
New Strain of COVID-19 UK Variant in our Communities 
• On the weekend, seven cases of the UK variant of COVID-19 were confirmed in Simcoe 

County. Six of these cases are associated with Roberta Place Long-term Care Home 
(LTCH). The other case is in an individual who had close contact with someone 
associated with the outbreak at Bradford Valley Care Community LTCH.  

• At this time our investigation continues on a number of fronts, including: 
o Ongoing assessment of cases associated with Roberta Place and Bradford 

Valley; 
o Mapping cases to determine household clusters; and 
o Network analysis of the transmission of the variant strain within Roberta Place 

and Bradford Valley as well as within the community. 
• Public Health Ontario conducted a point prevalence study (a one-day snapshot to see 

how many tests from one day are of a variant of COVID-19) last week. Though not all 
tests have been completed, to date, preliminary results show: 

o An additional 99 people in Simcoe County have a variant of COVID-19; 
o Almost all are in individuals linked to the Roberta Place outbreak; 
o Two of the people with infection from variant strains have no known link to the 

outbreaks in LTCH in Simcoe County; and 
o One of these variant cases is associated with Waypoint Outbreak. 

• We need to assume that a variant of this virus is in our communities and do everything 
we can protect ourselves and others. As this strain of COVID-19 is more contagious it is 
even more important that people in Simcoe Muskoka take all measures possible to 
prevent the spread of the virus. The only way this virus can continue to spread is through 
the movement of people.  I urge everyone to stay home except for essential reasons 
(i.e., groceries, health care, essential work, physical activity). Now is not the time for 
visiting family or friends outside of your household. Ensure physical distancing and 
masking guidance is followed at all times when outside of the home. 

 
Vaccine Supply Update – Pfizer-BioNTech Vaccine 
We anticipate the temporary interruption in the supply of the Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine 
globally will greatly impact the amount of vaccine we will receive locally in February.  
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Our plan is to ensure we can protect our most vulnerable, high-risk populations.  This means:  
• First dose vaccines, at the Immunization Clinic on Sperling Drive in Barrie, and through 

the Mobile Immunization Team, will be temporarily paused and the clinic will temporarily 
close (effective Jan. 21st) and not re-open for any scheduled appointments until supply 
increases and is stabilized.  

• Second vaccine doses, for health care workers who received their first dose of the 
vaccine after December 30th, 2020, will be delayed up to 42 days. 

• LTCH residents and Retirement Home (RH) residents who have received their first dose, 
will receive their second dose 21 to 27 days after their first dose. 

• We continued to immunize RH residents in Simcoe Muskoka through the mobile 
immunization clinic in collaboration with RVH and we anticipate completion of 
immunizations in all high-risk RH by the end of this week. 

 
City of Barrie Amplifies Message of “Stay at Home” with Videos for you to Share  
• The Simcoe Muskoka District Health Unit (SMDHU) supports the City of Barrie who have 

planned communications about how serious transmission of the COVID-19 variant could 
become in our community and the potential devastating effects. The city encourages 
residents to share these important messages by sharing the videos (Mayor Jeff Lehman’s 
video Twitter and Facebook; another video). 

 
 
Previous media briefings are on the SMDHU Facebook page and YouTube channel.  

Simcoe Muskoka COVID-19 Case Status (As of January 27, 2021 14:00) 
Total Cases Active Cases Recovered  Deaths 

 

5,242 
4,834 

 

 

1,151 
1,349 

 

3,925 
3,366 

 

134 
91 

In the last day: 
• 40 new cases, 99 people recovered and three people died 

 
Since the last Partner Update: 
• There have been over 400 new cases, over 550 people have recovered, and 43 people 

have died.  
• So far this week there have been 97 new cases reported to the health unit.  
• There are 198 fewer active cases in Simcoe Muskoka than there were one week ago. 
• There are 37 people hospitalized. 
• There are 22 ongoing outbreaks in Simcoe Muskoka (11 in institutional settings, 7 in 

workplace settings, 3 in congregate settings and 1 in a community setting). 
• The current percent positivity rate in Simcoe County is 3.5% and 0.4% in Muskoka 

District compared to the provincial percent positivity rate of 4.6%. 
• The weekly percent positivity in Simcoe Muskoka has been highest among youth 10-19 

years of age for the past four weeks. The weekly positivity rate among seniors 80 years 
of age and older has increased each of the past three weeks. 

• Since mid-December, 23% of Simcoe Muskoka cases have reported attending at least 
one holiday gathering with non-household members, with attendance at gatherings 
peaking at one-third (34%) of cases during the week of January 3 to January 9th. 
 

SMDHU COVID-19 HealthSTATS page and the COVID-19 Monitoring Dashboard 
 

https://twitter.com/Mayor_Jeff/status/1353817216513355776?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Etweet
https://www.facebook.com/MayorLehman/videos/685332178810043
https://video.twimg.com/amplify_video/1354455891806973952/vid/480x270/nySKbf1kVUHyeEO4.mp4?tag=13
https://www.facebook.com/Simcoe.Muskoka/
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLzFV9L-5L2aoZ9-oRO7ACn8x6xHBmNHXX
http://www.simcoemuskokahealthstats.org/topics/infectious-diseases/a-h/covid-19
https://www.simcoemuskokahealthstats.org/topics/infectious-diseases/a-h/covid-19/COVID-19-Monitoring-Dashboard
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Simcoe Muskoka COVID-19 Vaccine* Data (As of January 27, 2021 14:00) 
Total doses administered Doses administered previous day 

 

15,759 
 

 

394 
• Almost 2,500 immunizations have been provided since the last Partner Update. 
• Nearly 90% or 2846 residents of LTCH in Simcoe Muskoka have received their first 

dose of the vaccine.  
• Approximately half of all long-term care staff, essential caregivers and hospital 

employees and physicians have received their first dose of the vaccine.  
• More than one-third of all RH staff and essential caregivers have also received the first 

dose of the vaccine. 
• Nearly 5000 Simcoe Muskoka LTCH & RH staff and essential caregivers, have 

received their first dose of vaccine. 
• 964 individuals have received their second required dose.   
• Over 5,200 hospital workers and residents in alternate level of care (ALC) in Simcoe 

Muskoka have received their first dose of the vaccine.  
 
 

Local Media Updates (Since Jan. 20, 2021 Partner Update) 
• Health officials investigating possibility of U.K. variant at second Ont. LTC home (article) 
• More robust testing for UK variant needed to show community spread (article)  
• Administering vaccine made Orillia nurse 'goosebumpy all over' (article) 
• Website launches to assist Simcoe North businesses through the pandemic (article) 
• LTC homes in York-Simcoe getting $666K from province to help battle COVID-19 (article) 
• Muskoka Family Network is here to assist with important family resources (article) 
• “If it isn’t there now, it very well could be soon,” Health Unit’s top doctor says of UK 

COVID-19 variant (article) 
• What are the long-term effects of COVID-19 and is the damage permanent? (article) 
• Town of Gravenhurst confirms staff member positive for COVID-19, Jan. 26 (article) 
• No plans to close Muskoka snowmobile trails yet in COVID lockdown: Gardner (article)  
• Pandemic’s impact ‘negligible’ at Lake Simcoe airport, official says (article) 
• Local help, not the military, is best for Roberta Place (article)   
• Wahta First Nation copes with first three COVID cases since pandemic began (article)  
• Vulnerable residents of Rama have received first dose of vaccine (article)  
• Rerouted vaccine shipment, late orders meant deadly delay (article)  
• United Kingdom (UK) COVID-19 variant identified at long-term care home (news release)  
• Simcoe Muskoka schools to continue online learning until February 10 (article) 
 

Provincial, National and Global COVID-19 Case Status 
Ontario (As of January 27, 2021, 10:30) 

Total cases Active Cases Recovered  Deaths 
 

260,370 
244,932 

 

 

21,774 
26,467 

 

232,480 
212,897 

 

5,958 
5,568 

In the last day:  
• There were 1,670 new cases, 2,725 resolved cases, and 49 deaths. 
• There are over 4,500 fewer active cases in Ontario compared to the same day last 

week. 
• There were 1,382 people hospitalized, 377 in intensive care units (ICU) and 291 on 

ventilators. 

https://barrie.ctvnews.ca/health-officials-investigating-possibility-of-u-k-variant-at-second-ont-ltc-home-1.5280082
https://www.barrietoday.com/coronavirus-covid-19-local-news/more-robust-testing-for-uk-variant-needed-to-show-community-spread-gardner-3296327
https://www.simcoe.com/news-story/10317150-administering-vaccine-made-orillia-nurse-goosebumpy-all-over-/
https://www.simcoe.com/news-story/10317868-government-launches-website-to-assist-simcoe-north-businesses-through-pandemic/
https://www.bradfordtoday.ca/coronavirus-covid-19-local-news/ltc-homes-in-york-simcoe-getting-666k-from-province-to-help-battle-covid-19-3298429?utm_source=barrietoday.com&utm_campaign=barrietoday.com&utm_medium=referral
https://www.muskokaregion.com/community-story/10317721-hey-muskoka-here-are-some-important-family-resources/
https://www.mymuskokanow.com/108173/if-it-isnt-there-now-it-very-well-could-be-soon-health-units-top-doctor-says-of-uk-covid-19-variant/
https://www.simcoe.com/news-story/10317932-what-are-the-long-term-effects-of-covid-19-and-is-the-damage-permanent-/
https://www.muskokaregion.com/news-story/10317194-town-of-gravenhurst-confirms-staff-member-positive-for-covid-19-jan-26/
https://www.muskokaregion.com/news-story/10315618-no-plans-to-close-muskoka-snowmobile-trails-yet-in-covid-lockdown-gardner/
https://www.barrietoday.com/coronavirus-covid-19-local-news/pandemics-impact-negligible-at-lake-simcoe-airport-official-says-3273902
https://www.barrietoday.com/coronavirus-covid-19-local-news/local-help-not-the-military-is-best-for-roberta-place-says-minister-of-long-term-care-3282945
https://www.muskokaregion.com/news-story/10314188-wahta-first-nation-copes-with-first-three-covid-cases-since-pandemic-began/
https://www.orilliamatters.com/local-news/vulnerable-residents-of-rama-have-received-first-dose-of-vaccine-3281417
https://www.collingwoodtoday.ca/coronavirus-covid-19-local-news/rerouted-vaccine-shipment-late-orders-meant-deadly-delay-protecting-roberta-place-residents-3281447
https://www.simcoemuskokahealth.org/HealthUnit/About/Newsroom/2021/01/23/United-Kingdom-(UK)-COVID--19-variant-identified-at-long-term-care-home
https://doppleronline.ca/huntsville/simcoe-muskoka-schools-to-continue-online-learning-until-feb-10/
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• There were 493 ongoing outbreaks in health care settings (245 in LTCH, 154 in RH, 94 
in hospitals) 

• The current effective reproduction number is 0.87 
• Over 55,000 people were tested.  The daily percent positivity is 4%. 
 
In the last week: 
• There have been almost 15,500 new cases, almost 20,000 recoveries, and almost 400 

deaths. 
 

Vaccines: 
• Yesterday 9,513 doses of vaccine were administered, with a total of 305,330 doses 

administered. 
• 96,459 people in Ontario have received both vaccinations. 

 
Regional updates 
• Areas with the highest number of active cases per 100,000 population:  

Peel (328.35), Toronto (272.11), Niagara(212.11), Wellington-Dufferin-Guelph 
(185.26), and Windsor-Essex (183.98) 

• Areas with the highest number of active cases:  
Toronto (7,433), Peel (4,537), York (1,571), Ottawa (958), and Niagara (950) 
 

Highlights from January 10 - 16, 2021 Weekly Epidemiological Summary 
• There were fewer cases reported this week than the previous week, with 85% of health 

units reporting a downward trend in the rate of disease. 
• There were significantly fewer deaths reported (88 down from 221) 
• The UK variant has been reported in 5 health unit regions (Durham, York, Toronto, 

Peel and Middlesex-London), with the current case count at 14 (based on 2,834 
specimens screened) 

• Neighbourhoods with greater diversity had an increase in number of cases while those 
with the least diversity had decreased numbers of cases. 

• Neighbourhoods experiencing the most material deprivation continue to experience 
more cases than neighbourhoods with less material deprivation. 
 

For more provincial data see: Ontario COVID-19 case data and Public Health Ontario Data 
Tool,  Daily Epidemiologic Summaries, and  Weekly Epidemiologic Summaries 
 

Canada (As of January 26, 2021 at 19:00 EDT) 
Total Cases Active Cases Recovered Deaths 

 

757,022 
 

 

59,551 
 

678,068 
 

19,403 
• In the last week over 31,000 people tested positive for COVID-19, almost 1,000 people 

died and almost 40,000 people recovered. 
• There are almost 9,000 less people with active cases of COVID-19 in the country than 

there was a week ago. 
 

January 26th, Canada reported:  
• 4,011 new cases 
• 165 deaths 
• new cases in ON, QC, BC, AB, SK, MB, NB, and NS  
• deaths in ON, QC, BC, SK, AB, and MB 

 
 

https://covid-19.ontario.ca/data
https://www.publichealthontario.ca/en/data-and-analysis/infectious-disease/covid-19-data-surveillance/covid-19-data-tool
https://www.publichealthontario.ca/en/data-and-analysis/infectious-disease/covid-19-data-surveillance/covid-19-data-tool
https://covid-19.ontario.ca/covid-19-epidemiologic-summaries-public-health-ontario#daily
https://covid-19.ontario.ca/covid-19-epidemiologic-summaries-public-health-ontario#weekly
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Between Jan 11th and Jan 18th   
• The number COVID-19 patients hospitalized decreased from 4,021 to 3,881. 
• The number COVID-19 patients in ICU beds decreased from 881 to 868 beds. 
• The number of COVID-19 patients mechanically vented increased from 457 to 483. 
 
Weekly update: January 10 - 16, 2021 
• New cases and deaths decreased compared to the previous week. 
• There was an average of 7,108 new cases reported each day (12% decrease 

compared to the previous week). 
• The average number of daily deaths decreased slightly to 143 from 146. 
• All provinces and territories, with the exception of Yukon and Nunavut reported new 

cases, while deaths were reported in seven of ten provinces and no territories.  
• Saskatchewan and Manitoba were the only provinces reporting an increase of cases 

compared to the previous week. 
• The number of hospitalizations continue to rise and is now 1.6 times greater than the 

first peak in May. As of January 15, there were 4,767 people hospitalized and 879 
people in ICU, an 8% and 7% increase compared to the previous week. 

• Over 54% individuals with new reported cases of COVID-19 were under 40 years of 
age, including: 
o 17% under 20 years of age; 
o 20% between 20 to 29 years of age; and 
o 17% between 30 to 39 years of age. 

• According to forecasting, between 761,230 to 808,620 cumulative reported cases and 
19,680 to 20,620 deaths are expected by January 31, 2021. 

 
National daily epidemiology updates; National weekly epidemiology report  
 

Global  (As of January 27, 2021 at 11:55 CET) 
Confirmed Cases Confirmed Deaths 

 

99,638,507 
 

 

2,141,468 

In the last day: 
• There were over 410,000 new cases and over 10,000 deaths. 
• The US, Brazil, UK, Russia, and Indonesia reported the most new cases and the US, 

Germany, Mexico, Brazil, and the UK, reported the most deaths. 
 

In the past week : 
• Over 4.6 million new cases and over 90,000 deaths were reported. 
• The US, Brazil, UK, Spain, and Russia had the most new cases and the US, Mexico, 

UK, Brazil, and Germany had the most new deaths. 
 

Highlights from Weekly Epidemiological Summary as of January 24, 2021: 
• Globally, new cases continue to decline after global case incidence peaked in the first 

week of January 2021. However this downward trend only reflects relative reductions in 
case incidence in several countries that have contributed the highest numbers in recent 
months, but hides continued upward trends in other countries in the same regions. 

• While new cases reported over the week decreased (-6%), new deaths climbed to a 
record high of 93,000, representing a 9% increase from the previous week. 

• The Americas and Europe reported 86% of all new cases globally in the past week. 
 

WHO COVID-19 Disease Dashboard; Weekly Epidemiological and Operational Updates 

 

https://health-infobase.canada.ca/covid-19/epidemiological-summary-covid-19-cases.html
https://www.canada.ca/content/dam/phac-aspc/documents/services/diseases/2019-novel-coronavirus-infection/surv-covid19-weekly-epi-update-20210122-eng.pdf
https://covid19.who.int/
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019/situation-reports
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Provincial, National and Global Updates (Since Jan. 20, 2021 Partner Update) 

 
Provincial Updates  
The Ontario Government: 
• Expands COVID-19 Inspections to Farming Operations (news release) 
• Makes steady progress testing travelers at Pearson; calls on federal government to take 

further action (news release)  
• Supports modernization of small and rural communities (news release) 
• Supports the development of the next generation of PPE (news release)  
• Adjusts vaccination plan in response to Pfizer-BioNTech shipment delays (news release)  
• Marks one year anniversary of the first COVID-19 case in Ontario (news release)  
• Says safety of schools remains priority number one for Ontario (news release)  
• Expands eligibility for emergency child care (backgrounder)  
• Expands big-box blitz to Ottawa, Windsor, Niagara and Durham regions (news release)  
• Opens COVID-19 isolation centres in hardest hit communities (news release)  
• Launches pilot program to train personal support workers (news release)  
• Adding more mental health beds and programs for seniors (news release)  
• Reminds public to stay home and travel only when necessary (news release)  
• Expands workplace enforcement campaigns (news release) 
• Announces over 100,000 students return to class (news release)  

 
Other Provincial News: 
• COVID-19: Tougher travel restrictions on the way; Ontario reports 1,740 new cases, 

Ottawa shows another drop (article) 
• Ontario government calls on feds to impose temporary ban on direct flights from 

countries with new COVID-19 strains (article) 
• ‘It’s a crisis situation,’ 300+ doctors and advocates call on Ford to act now to control 

COVID-19 in LTC homes (article) 
• Ontario says 2.26% of tests at Pearson positive (article) 
• As doctors urge more COVID-19 testing in schools, millions sit unused (article)  
• Teen cleaner who worked at Ontario long-term care home dies (article)  
• Ford government calling on influencers to urge Ontarians to stay home (article)  
• Ontario couple charged after allegedly misleading contact tracers (article)  
• Ontario urged to suspend need for consent before withdrawing life support when COVID 

crushes hospitals (article)  
• 182 Canada Post workers test positive for COVID at Mississauga plant; 34 cases of a 

COVID-19 variant confirmed in Canada; ‘Don’t book a trip for spring break,’ (article) 
 

National Updates   
The Government of Canada: 
• Invites You to Celebrate the Joys of Winter virtually at the 43rd annual Winterlude,  

February 5–21, 2021 (news release) 
• Released statements from the Chief Public Health Officer of Canada: January 27, 

January 26, January 25, January 24, January 23, January 21, and January 22, 2021 
• Invests in innovative life science and virtual healthcare technologies (news release)  
• Grants close to $3 million to help four organizations in Quebec maintain their activities 

and invest in their tourism facilities (news release)  
• Provides Mobile Health Units to assist Ontario with COVID-19 response (news release)  
• Releases COVID-19 Update for Indigenous Peoples and communities (news release) 
• Invests in national clinical trials network to address COVID-19 pandemic (news release) 

https://news.ontario.ca/en/release/60132/ontario-expands-covid-19-inspections-to-farming-operations
https://news.ontario.ca/en/release/60117/further-action-needed-to-protect-the-border-and-stop-the-spread-of-covid-19
https://news.ontario.ca/en/release/60109/ontario-supports-modernization-of-small-and-rural-communities
https://news.ontario.ca/en/release/60103/ontario-supports-the-development-of-the-next-generation-of-ppe
https://news.ontario.ca/en/release/60091/ontario-adjusts-vaccination-plan-in-response-to-pfizer-biontech-shipment-delays
https://news.ontario.ca/en/statement/60089/today-marks-the-one-year-anniversary-of-the-first-covid-19-case-in-ontario
https://news.ontario.ca/en/statement/60085/safety-of-schools-remains-priority-number-one-for-ontario
https://news.ontario.ca/en/backgrounder/60092/ontario-expanding-eligibility-for-emergency-child-care-during-extended-remote-learning-period
https://news.ontario.ca/en/release/60081/ontario-expands-big-box-blitz-to-ottawa-windsor-niagara-and-durham-regions
https://news.ontario.ca/en/release/60056/ontario-opens-covid-19-isolation-centres-in-hardest-hit-communities
https://news.ontario.ca/en/release/60060/ontario-launches-pilot-program-to-train-personal-support-workers
https://news.ontario.ca/en/release/60034/ontario-adding-more-mental-health-beds-and-programs-for-seniors
https://news.ontario.ca/en/release/60046/ontario-reminds-public-to-stay-home-and-travel-only-when-necessary
https://news.ontario.ca/en/release/60019/ontario-expands-workplace-enforcement-campaigns
https://news.ontario.ca/en/statement/60033/over-100000-ontario-students-return-to-class-beginning-next-week
https://ottawacitizen.com/news/covid-19-ontario-reports-1740-new-cases-ottawa-shows-another-drop
https://toronto.ctvnews.ca/premier-doug-ford-calls-on-feds-to-impose-temporary-ban-on-direct-flights-from-countries-with-new-covid-19-strains-1.5282236?cache=yes%3Fautoplay%3Dtrue
https://www.cp24.com/news/it-s-a-crisis-situation-300-doctors-and-advocates-call-on-ford-govn-t-to-act-now-to-control-covid-19-in-ltc-homes-1.5283057
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=newssearch&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiGgYu667zuAhWtTt8KHQmIAfIQxfQBCIQBMAs&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cp24.com%2Fnews%2Fpremier-doug-ford-calls-on-feds-to-impose-temporary-ban-on-direct-flights-from-countries-with-new-covid-19-strains-1.5282729&usg=AOvVaw3GpFfajFB2gA9O122a8EOs
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/toronto/covid-rapid-tests-ontario-schools-1.5884504
https://nationalpost.com/news/local-news/long-term-care-home-official-mourns-covid-related-death-of-teen-cleaner/wcm/495f0b94-6208-422e-bc28-d34659f4922d
https://toronto.citynews.ca/2021/01/22/ontario-influencers-stay-home/
https://toronto.ctvnews.ca/ontario-couple-who-contracted-u-k-covid-19-variant-charged-after-allegedly-misleading-contact-tracers-1.5277338
https://nationalpost.com/news/canada/ontario-wrestles-with-who-gets-icu-treatment-in-event-hospitals-overwhelmed-with-covid-patients
https://www.thestar.com/news/canada/2021/01/22/coronavirus-covid-19-updates-toronto-canada-jan-22.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/canadian-heritage/news/2021/01/the-43rdwinterlude-invites-you-to-celebrate-the-joys-of-winter-in-canada-virtually-february-521-2021.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/news/2021/01/statement-from-the-chief-public-health-officer-of-canada-on-january-27-2021.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/news/2021/01/remarks-from-the-chief-public-health-officer-on-covid-19-january-26-2021.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/news/2021/01/statement-from-the-chief-public-health-officer-of-canada-on-january-25-2021.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/news/2021/01/cpho-issue-statement-series-on-covid-19-keeping-up-covid-19-public-health-measures.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/news/2021/01/statement-from-the-chief-public-health-officer-of-canada-on-january-23-2021.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/news/2021/01/statement-from-the-chief-public-health-officer-of-canada-on-january-21-2021.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/news/2021/01/remarks-from-the-chief-public-health-officer-on-covid-19-january-22-2021.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/economic-development-southern-ontario/news/2021/01/feddev-ontario-supports-next-generation-virtual-healthcare-technology.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/economic-development-quebec-regions/news/2021/01/tourism-a-key-sector-in-planning-quebec-and-chaudiere-appalaches-regions-economic-recovery.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/public-safety-canada/news/2021/01/government-of-canada-provides-mobile-health-units-to-assist-ontario-with-covid-19-response.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/indigenous-services-canada/news/2021/01/government-of-canada-covid-19-update-for-indigenous-peoples-and-communities2.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/institutes-health-research/news/2021/01/government-of-canada-invests-in-national-clinical-trials-network-to-address-the-covid-19-pandemic.html
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• Published draft legislative proposals to adjust certain deductions for employment 
insurance and COVID-19 benefits (news release)  

 
Other National News: 
• What you need to know for January 27 (article) 
• Ont. doctor suggests cancelling March Break to prevent another COVID-19 spike (article) 
• Provinces sitting on millions in unspent federal pandemic spending, report says (article) 
• Canadian military dealing with surge in new COVID-19 infections (article) 
• Canada scrambling for smaller syringes ahead of expected vaccine label change (article) 
• Calgary company begins human clinical trials for its COVID-19 vaccine candidate (article) 
• Crime down in first eight months of pandemic, but mental-health calls rise (article) 
• Quebec to exempt homeless from curfew; court finds measure endangers safety (article)  
• Canadians urged to cancel travel plans (article) 
• Couple accused of flying to Yukon for vaccine 'despicable': B.C. minister (article) 
• After weeks with no COVID cases, Nunavut community sees new infections (article) 
• Moderna vaccine expected to protect against new COVID-19 variant (article)  
• What the science says on travel bans (article)  
• Cancel travel plans; data reveals 1M travelled over holidays (article)  
• Should governments name workplaces that have COVID-19 outbreaks? The pros and 

cons according to experts (article) 
• Ways to help kids express their feelings about the pandemic through art (article)   
• Canada’s COVID-19 case numbers show early positive signs (article)  
• Why the world won’t go back to ‘some sense of normal’ until all countries are vaccinated 

(article)   
• Tam asks faith leaders to remain ‘vigilant’, promote vaccine acceptance (article)  
• How worried should Canadians be about the B.1.1.7 coronavirus variant? (article)  
• Experts say pandemic fueling apparent spike in eating disorders (article)  
• Vaccine may be less effective against variant found in South Africa (article) 
 
Global Updates   
The World Health Organization (WHO): 
• Provided an update on SARS-CoV-2 variants of concern(Weekly Epidemiological 

Update: special focus update) 
• Vaccine Safety Committee met to review reports of deaths of very frail elderly (statement)  
• Recommends follow-up care, low-dose anticoagulants for COVID-19 patients (article) 
• Continues using chatbot to tackle COVID-19 misinformation and plans to carry out a 

formal assessment of the chatbox initiative (p.10 Weekly Operational Update) 
• Updated Children, COVID-19, and transmission in schools (Weekly Epidemiological 

Update: special focus update) 
 

WHO published:  
• The Moderna COVID-19 (mRNA-1273) vaccine: what you need to know (feature story; 

interim recommendations; draft background document) 
• Online global consultation on contract tracing for COVID-19 (overview) 
• The WHO COVID-19 vaccine safety surveillance manual (overview) 
• Country in focus: early implementation of WHO Special Initiative for Mental Health in 

Ukraine (feature story) 
• Science in 5, episode 22: Children & COVID-19 (video) (YouTube) 
 
Other International news: 
• 10 reports of anaphylaxis out of over 4 million doses administered, after administration of 

the first dose of the Moderna COVID-19 vaccine (news release)  

https://www.canada.ca/en/department-finance/news/2021/01/government-publishes-draft-legislative-proposals-to-adjust-certain-deductions-for-employment-insurance-and-covid-19-benefits.html
https://www.tvo.org/article/covid-19-what-you-need-to-know-for-january-27
https://ottawa.ctvnews.ca/ont-doctor-suggests-cancelling-march-break-to-prevent-another-covid-19-spike-1.5283869
https://www.barrietoday.com/national-news/provinces-sitting-on-millions-in-unspent-federal-pandemic-spending-report-says-3293527
https://www.barrietoday.com/national-news/canadian-military-dealing-with-surge-in-new-covid-19-infections-since-december-3297815
https://www.barrietoday.com/national-news/canada-scrambling-for-smaller-syringes-ahead-of-expected-pfizer-vaccine-label-change-3298730
https://toronto.citynews.ca/2021/01/26/calgary-company-begins-human-clinical-trials-for-its-covid-19-vaccine-candidate/
https://www.barrietoday.com/national-news/crime-down-in-first-eight-months-of-pandemic-but-mental-health-calls-rise-statcan-3298260
https://www.barrietoday.com/national-news/quebec-to-exempt-homeless-from-curfew-after-court-finds-measure-endangered-safety-3298258
https://www.barrietoday.com/national-news/cancel-travel-plans-prime-minister-justin-trudeau-urges-canadians-3294592
https://www.barrietoday.com/national-news/couple-accused-of-flying-to-yukon-for-vaccine-despicable-bc-minister-3295412
https://www.barrietoday.com/national-news/after-going-weeks-with-no-covid-cases-nunavut-community-sees-new-infections-3291261
https://nationalpost.com/news/world/moderna-vaccine-expected-to-protect-against-new-covid-19-variants
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/montreal/explainer-travel-bans-quebec-1.5885323
https://www.ctvnews.ca/canada/pm-urges-canadians-to-cancel-travel-plans-after-data-reveals-1m-travelled-over-holidays-1.5278476
https://www.cbc.ca/news/business/public-disclosure-workplace-outbreaks-covid-19-1.5884767
https://www.bradfordtoday.ca/local-news/covid-19-ways-to-help-kids-express-their-feelings-about-the-pandemic-through-art-3276741
https://www.cbc.ca/news/health/covid-19-cases-7-day-average-1.5882530
https://www.cbc.ca/news/health/vaccine-inequity-low-income-countries-1.5882960
https://www.winnipegfreepress.com/arts-and-life/life/faith/tam-asks-faith-leaders-to-remain-vigilant-promote-vaccine-acceptance-573640932.html
https://www.macleans.ca/news/its-unlikely-were-picking-up-all-the-b-1-1-7-cases-in-canada-says-expert/
https://www.collingwoodtoday.ca/local-news/covid-19-experts-say-pandemic-fuelling-apparent-spike-in-eating-disorders-among-adolescents-3277408
https://www.cbc.ca/news/health/moderna-vaccine-variants-1.5886399
https://www.who.int/publications/m/item/weekly-epidemiological-update---27-january-2021
https://www.who.int/publications/m/item/weekly-epidemiological-update---27-january-2021
https://www.who.int/news-room/feature-stories/detail/who-recommends-follow-up-care-low-dose-anticoagulants-for-covid-19-patients
https://www.who.int/publications/m/item/weekly-operational-update-on-covid-19---26-january-2021
https://www.who.int/publications/m/item/weekly-epidemiological-update---19-january-2021
https://www.who.int/publications/m/item/weekly-epidemiological-update---19-january-2021
https://www.who.int/news-room/feature-stories/detail/the-moderna-covid-19-mrna-1273-vaccine-what-you-need-to-know
https://worldhealthorganization.cmail20.com/t/d-l-qllhla-trjltyhjs-y/
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/mrna-1273-vaccine-(moderna)-against-covid-19-background-document-(draft)
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/online-global-consultation-on-contact-tracing-for-covid-19-9-11-june-2020
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/10665338400
https://www.who.int/news-room/feature-stories/detail/country-in-focus-early-implementation-in-ukraine
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019/media-resources/science-in-5/episode-22---children-covid-19
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL9S6xGsoqIBXRQzSDOfFb13iPrbL8fgy1
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/70/wr/mm7004e1.htm
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SMDHU Resources 
 

• SMDHU COVID-19 HealthSTATS page  
• SMDHU Vulnerable Populations for COVID-19 Response Interactive Map highlights 

vulnerable populations in Simcoe Muskoka.  
• Current COVID-19 information is available on our website. Recent changes include:  

o Main COVID 
 New expander bar United Kingdom variant of COVID-19 in the region  

o Vaccine and Immunization  
 Revised Vaccine rollout in Ontario, local vaccine rollout, Timing of second dose 
 New FAQ COVID-19 Vaccination Roll Out 

o Partners and Municipalities: Revised Class Order for Grace Baptist Church 
o Operating your Business Safely 

 Replaced signs: STOP You must wear a face covering at this 
site (Updated January 25, 2021): English full colour / black and white; 
Francais tout en couleur / noir et blanc 

o Enforcement and Complaints 
 Added new business to enforcement chart 

o New HealthFax 
 UK Variant: Revised Mitigation Strategies for Community-Spread 
 COVID-19 Vaccine: Update #4 

• SMDHU Health Connection responds to calls and emails about COVID-19. Contact 
Health Connection at 705-721-7520 or 1-877-721-7520 ext. 5829 or via email. 
Health Connection Hours:  

o Monday-Friday - 8:30 a.m. to 6 p.m.; Saturday - 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.  
 

Credible Sources of Information 
• Ontario Ministry of Health  
• Public Health Ontario  
• Government of Canada  
• Centers for Disease Control and Prevention  
• World Health Organization   

http://www.simcoemuskokahealthstats.org/topics/infectious-diseases/a-h/covid-19
https://smdhu2.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=a7ceabc4fddf47d385ca6294cd397c88
http://www.simcoemuskokahealth.org/Topics/COVID-19
http://www.simcoemuskokahealth.org/Topics/COVID-19
https://www.simcoemuskokahealth.org/Topics/COVID-19#df185ccb-92f8-4460-ba4e-ef22d017d228
https://www.simcoemuskokahealth.org/Topics/COVID-19/Vaccine-and-Immunization
https://www.simcoemuskokahealth.org/Topics/COVID-19/Vaccine-and-Immunization#f73db5ed-3913-4aba-8238-ac92d4a5a3ac
https://www.simcoemuskokahealth.org/Topics/COVID-19/Vaccine-and-Immunization#094379c4-df1c-4a9b-a470-83db09867e52
https://www.simcoemuskokahealth.org/Topics/COVID-19/Vaccine-and-Immunization#674a20fb-0445-4031-841c-bb9b1cd0d8b6
https://www.simcoemuskokahealth.org/docs/default-source/COVID-/vaccine/20210125-faq-covid-19-vaccine-rollout_aoda.pdf?sfvrsn=0
https://www.simcoemuskokahealth.org/Topics/COVID-19/Partners-and-Municipalities
https://www.simcoemuskokahealth.org/docs/default-source/COVID-/orders-and-instructions-/20210121revised_grace_baptist_church_section_22_class_order-final.pdf?sfvrsn=0
https://www.simcoemuskokahealth.org/Topics/COVID-19/Reopening-and-Operating-your-Business-Safely
https://www.simcoemuskokahealth.org/docs/default-source/COVID-/covid-19-signage-for-business---masks-(002).pdf?sfvrsn=14
https://www.simcoemuskokahealth.org/docs/default-source/COVID-/covid-19-signage-for-business---masks-required_bw.pdf?sfvrsn=4
https://www.simcoemuskokahealth.org/docs/default-source/COVID-/French-documents/covid-19-smdhu-stop-before-enter---french.pdf?sfvrsn=2
https://www.simcoemuskokahealth.org/docs/default-source/COVID-/French-documents/covid-19-smdhu-stop-before-enter---french_bw.pdf?sfvrsn=2
https://www.simcoemuskokahealth.org/Topics/COVID-19/EnforcementComplaints
http://intranet.smdhu.net/docs/default-source/healthfax/20210126covidupdate27_ukvariantrevisedmitigationstrategy.pdf?sfvrsn=2
http://intranet.smdhu.net/docs/default-source/healthfax/20210120_covid-vaccine-update4.pdf?sfvrsn=2
https://www.simcoemuskokahealth.org/HealthUnit/About/Contact/ContactHealthConnection
https://www.ontario.ca/page/wuhan-novel-coronavirus-2019-ncov
https://www.publichealthontario.ca/en/diseases-and-conditions/infectious-diseases/respiratory-diseases/novel-coronavirus
https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/diseases/coronavirus-disease-covid-19.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/index.html
https://www.who.int/health-topics/coronavirus
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